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Preface 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an 
integrated approach to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of the 
identified skill areas targeted in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), the 
federal requirements established under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of everyday, 
reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the specific 
language arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be implemented.  It 
would be counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the individual classroom 
teachers.  Nevertheless, everyone benefits when instruction is codified, thereby ensuring continuity, 
eliminating redundancy, and facilitating a more comprehensive mastery of both the individual skills 
and the curricula in which those skills are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must teach 
relevant and age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety of areas, 
and most importantly, hold the students accountable for consistently applying those skills.  Contrary 
to previously held educational philosophies, current thought and practice recognizes that language 
arts skills do not exist, nor can they be taught, in a vacuum.  In order for those skills to have 
relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts classroom. Although this may sound like a 
daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the teacher to target standards from 
many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of successful  instruction is when students 
readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts skills across the curricula and in their 
everyday lives. 
 
 

GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, 
animated manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 

 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, evaluate, 

and appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that reflects 

an awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various 

reading skills including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills 
through their growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 
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GRADE 3 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature and Informational Text 

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Environmental Literacy 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• ICT  
• Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 

For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social studies, math, technology, drama 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Novels of different genres contain various story 
elements to be recognized and analyzed. 

• Read with purpose and understanding when 
reading self-selected novels. 

• Various reading strategies will help students with 
recall, analysis and evaluation of grade-level 
novels. 

• Application of reading strategies improves student 
ability to determine and describe the literary 
elements of the novel in depth. 

• How does understanding a novel’s structure help a 
student to better understand its meaning? 

• How does fluency affect comprehension? 
• How can students use knowledge of certain 

historical events enhance their understanding of the 
novel’s time period and events? 

• How can students draw outside connections to 
novel characters? 

• Can students choose literature that is appropriate 
for their reading level and facilitate the student’s 
ability to make meaning of it? 

• How do readers construct meaning from text? 
• Why conduct research? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Recognize purposes for print conventions such as end-sentence punctuation, paragraphing and bold print. 
• Recognize grade-level words accurately and with ease so that a text sounds like spoken language when read aloud. 
• Read longer text and chapter books independently and silently. 
• Read aloud with proper phrasing, inflection, and intonation. 
• Use pictures and context clues to assist with decoding of new words. 
• Develop and use graphic organizers to build on experiences and extend learning. 
• Recognize purpose of the text. 
• Distinguish cause/effect, fact/opinion, and main idea/supporting details in interpreting texts. 
• Recognize first-person “I” point of view. 
• Participate in creative responses to texts (e.g. dramatizations, oral presentations) 
• Use library classification systems, print or electric, to locate information. 
• Read a variety of nonfiction and fiction books and produce evidence of understanding. 
• Use a dictionary to answer questions regarding meaning and usage of words with he or she is unfamiliar. 

 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and when) 
• Plot/Main idea 

• Folktales 
• Myths 

• Point of View 
• Mood 

• Compare/contrast 
• Identify word meanings 
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• Characterization (traits, 
motivations, feelings) 

• Conflict (major problem or 
problems) 

• Climax 
• Resolution 

• Fables 
• Dramas 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 
• Social studies text 

• Central message, lesson, 
moral, theme 

• Dialogue 

• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 
• Using textual elements 
• Predicting 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is 
conveyed through key details in the text. 
3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language. 
5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how 
each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters 
7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a 
character or setting). 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language 
that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 
6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 
7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, 
when, why, and how key events occur). 
8. Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a 
sequence). 
9. Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
• Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
• Decode multi-syllable words. 
• Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

• Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 
• Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
• Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
• Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 
• Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
• Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
• Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 
• Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to 

situations. 
• Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
• Provide a sense of closure. 

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
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8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about 
the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
• Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
5. Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when 
appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 
6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 
• Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
• Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
• Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
• Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
• Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
• Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
• Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
• Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
• Use commas in addresses. 
• Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
• Form and use possessives. 
• Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 

happiness). 
• Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) 

in writing words. 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Choose words and phrases for effect.* 
• Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 
• Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion). 
• Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
• Distinguish the literal and non-literal meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, 

heard, wondered). 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Use of technological skills 
• K-W-L Chart 
• Story Mapping 
• Teacher Read-Aloud 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Class discussions  
• Various vocabulary practices 
• Read-aloud 
• Vocabulary Enhancement 
• Video presentations 
• Story maps/Graphic Organizers 
• Interactive whiteboard activities 
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• Homework 
• Book reports 

o Mystery/ Suspense  
o Historical fiction 
o Fiction 
o Biography 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/Classwork 

• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Biographical Presentation 

 

Resources 

Suggested Novels: 
•  Jake Drake Bully Buster - Andrew Clements 
•  Doll Hospital- Glory’s Freedom - Joan Holub 
•  Charlotte’s Web - E.B. White 
• Little House in the Big Woods- Laura Ingall’s Wilder 
• Ramona (books)- Beverly Cleary 

 
Suggested Supplemental Materials: 

• Henry’s Freedom Box -Ellen Levine  
• The Story of Ruby Bridges -Robert Coles 
• Time for Kids magazine 
• Poetry Sites – Poetry4Kids (http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems) 
• Nonfiction & Fiction Reading Comprehension Cards – Level 3 

 
Suggested Videos/Dramatic Performances: 

•  Charlotte’s Web -  Directed by Gary Winick (2006) 
• Charlotte’s Web-  local theatre production (suggested performance at Montclair State University) 

 
Student-selected Resources: 

• Biographies – (teacher-approved) 
• Fiction and Nonfiction Grade-Level Chapter Books -- (teacher-approved) 

 
Suggested Websites: 

• DiscoveryEducation.com 
• StudyIsland.com 
• http://www.ieminc.org/handbook/curriculum/writing/2008/summpractice3rd.pdf 
• http://www.coreknowledge.org/mimik/mimik_uploads/lesson_plans/371/The%20Write%20Stuff%20Third%20Grade%20Strategies

%20and%20Conventions%20for%20Expository%20Writing.pdf 
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Current Anthology: Spotlight on Literacy, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill (1997) (Books 1 &2) 

•  Practice Book 
•  Grammar Practice Book 
•  Selection and Unit Assessments 

                          Updated suggestion: Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Language Arts-Grade 3 (Copyright 2005) 
                           www.mheonline.com 
 
Suggested Literature: 
Folktales: 

• Lon Po-Po & Little Red Riding Hood (Chinese & American folktale) 
• The Husband Who Was to Mind the House (Norse/English folktale—also known as “Gone is Gone”) 
• The People Who Could Fly (African American folktale) 
• Three Words of Wisdom (Mexican folktale) 
 

Poetry: 
• Jimmy Jet and his TV Set (Shel Silverstein) 
• The Crocodile (Lewis Carroll) 
• Dream Variations (Langston Hughes) 
• Adventures of Isabel (Ogden Nash) 
• For Want of a Nail, the shoe was lost... (traditional) 
• Who Has Seen the Wind?  (Christina Rosetti) 
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GRADE 3 

UNIT TITLE Vocabulary (in addition to novels, prose and poetry) 

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration none 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Comprehension of text can be attained when the 
vocabulary is successfully decoded. 

• Writing has grade level potential when grade 
appropriate vocabulary is included. 

• How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

• How can students retain learned vocabulary and 
apply it to everyday reading and writing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Decode grade-level vocabulary 
• Identify common literary terms (i.e.characters, heroes, heroines, narrator, actors, actresses, costumes, 

scenery, props, theatre, stage, audience, biography, autobiography, fiction, and nonfiction) 
• Know what prefixes and suffixes are and how they affect word meaning (e.g. Prefixes re-, -un, -dis; 

Suffixes -ment, -tion, -er/or, -less, -ly). 
• Apply context clues to define new terms 
• Know what homophones are (i.e. by, buy; hole, whole) and correct usage of homophones that 

commonly cause problems (i.e. their, there, they’re; your, you’re; its, it’s; here, hear; to, too, two) 
• Apply target vocabulary to everyday speaking and writing 
• Recognize common abbreviations (i.e. St., Rd., Mr., Mrs., Ms., Dr., U.S.A., ft., in., lb., etc.) 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 
Reading: Informational Text 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
• Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
• Decode multi-syllable words. 
• Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
• Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Speaking and Listening 
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6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 
• Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
• Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
• Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
• Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
• Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
• Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
• Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
• Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
• Use commas in addresses. 
• Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
• Form and use possessives. 
• Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 

happiness). 
• Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word 

parts) in writing words. 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Choose words and phrases for effect. 
• Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 
• Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion). 
• Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
• Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, 

heard, wondered). 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud/choral reading in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually using new vocabulary 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
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• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Vocabulary 
• Practice Book- (Mcmillan Mc-Graw Hill-1997) 
• Suggested Spelling/Vocabulary book: 

                                       Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 3, Steck-Vaughn Company (2002) 
                                                       Challenge Words 

• Word-of-the-Week Chart Set (Grade 3)  
• Dictionary/Thesaurus 
•    Study Island 
• Internet Sites 
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GRADE 3 

UNIT TITLE Grammar 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Knowledge and application of proper grammar help 
to improve a student’s writing and speaking skills. 

• How do rules of language affect communication? 

• How can grammar skills improve verbal and written 
expression? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify subject and predicate in single-clause sentences. 
• Distinguish complete sentences from fragments. 
• Identify and correct run-on sentences. 
• Use different sentence types: declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory. 
• Know the parts of speech and how they are used: regular and irregular nouns, pronouns, verbs, 

adjectives, adverbs, and conjunctions. 
• Utilize correct end punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point). 
• Apply rules of commas (i.e., between day and year when writing a date, between city and state in an 

address). 
• Know and use apostrophes in contractions and in singular and plural possessive nouns. 
• Use quotation marks in dialogue. 
• Identify synonyms and antonyms and provide examples for given words. 
• Form progressive verb tenses (I was walking; I am walking). 
• Apply knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 
• Use correct capitalization and punctuation throughout writing. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of language and its conventions in writing, speaking, reading, or listening 

through writing. 

 

Content Standards 

Speaking and Listening 
6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 
• Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
• Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
• Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
• Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
• Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
• Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
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• Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
• Use commas in addresses. 
• Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
• Form and use possessives. 
• Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 

happiness). 
• Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word 

parts) in writing words. 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Choose words and phrases for effect.* 
• Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 
• Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion). 
• Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
• Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, 

heard, wondered). 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases,          including those 
that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook practice and reinforcement 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 
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• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

• Grammar Book- (Mcmillan Mc-Graw Hill-1997) 
• Suggested Spelling/Vocabulary book: Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 3, Steck-Vaughn Company (2002) 
• Challenge Words 
• Study Island 
• Internet Sites 
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GRADE 3 

UNIT TITLE Writing 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology, Health 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 
thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic 
expression. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that 
enables them to vary form and style, in order to 
write for different purposes, audiences, and 
contexts. 

• How do good writers express themselves and how 
does the process shape the writer’s product? 

• How do writers develop a well written product? 

• Can students create an authentic piece of writing? 

 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Generate possible ideas for writing through talking, recalling experiences, hearing stories, reading, 
discussing models of writing, asking questions and brainstorming. 

• Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, elaborating, reworking organization, 
openings and closings, and improving word choice and consistency of voice. 

• Review own writing with others to understand the reader’s perspective and to consider ideas for 
revision. 

• Review and edit work for spelling, mechanics, clarity, fluency and apply elements of grade-appropriate 
rubrics to improve and evaluate writing. 

• Write narrative (speculative, personal narrative), explanatory (descriptive), and opinion compositions. 
• Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, to inform, to entertain, to respond to literature, to 

question, to share) and a variety of audiences (e.g., self, peers, community). 
• Write formal and informal letters for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
• Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two). 
• Use linking words and phrases (e.g. because, therefore, since, for example, also, another, and, 

more, next, then, lastly, finally, etc.) 
• Write to develop events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 

sequences. 
• Distinguish between major and minor details. 
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Content Standards 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

o Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 
o Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 
o Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of 

characters to situations. 
o Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
o Provide a sense of closure. 

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 
o Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
o Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
o Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
o Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
o Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
o Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
o Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
o Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
o Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
o Use commas in addresses. 
o Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
o Form and use possessives. 
o Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, 

cries, happiness). 
o Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 

word parts) in writing words. 
o Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
o Choose words and phrases for effect.* 
o Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational 
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sources 
• Student of the Week informal letters  
• Essay responses to Literature 
• Writing Prompts 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

• Writing Prompts from Teacher-Created Resources & NJASK3 Prep workbooks 
• Teacher-created guidelines for reports 
• www.readwritethink.org  
• Graphic Organizers 
• 3rd Grade Writing Practice (Editor: Terry Cooper; Publisher: Scholastic) 
• A Prompt-A-Day! Grades 3-6 (Author: Jacqueline Sweeney, Delana Bettoli; Publisher: Scholastic) 
• Strategies for Writers, Level B, Zaner-Bloser 
• Strategies for Writers, Strategy Practice Book, Zaner-Bloser 
• Daily 6-Trait Writing – Grade 3, Evan Moor 

http://www.evan-moor.com/Product.aspx?SeriesID=188 
• http://www.coreknowledge.org/mimik/mimik_uploads/lesson_plans/371/The%20Write%20Stuff%20Third%20Grade%20Strategies

%20and%20Conventions%20for%20Expository%20Writing.pdf 
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GRADE 3 

UNIT TITLE Spelling, Phonics, and Sight Words 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf  

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Rules and conventions of language help readers 
understand what is being communicated. 

How do rules of language affect communication? 

 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Use Standard English conventions in spelling that are appropriate to the grade level. 
• Apply grade-level spelling patterns to their writing. 
• Use a dictionary to check and correct spellings about which he or she is uncertain. 
• Read grade-appropriate sight words. (see Fry High-Frequency Word List) 
• Decode multi-syllable words. 
• Apply knowledge of prefixes and suffixes  to spelling words(e.g. Prefixes re-, -un, -dis; 

Suffixes -ment, -tion, -er/or, -less, -ly). 
• Use conventional syllable patterns and ending rules to add suffixes to high frequency 

words (e.g. sit à sitting, smileà smiled, cryàcries, happyàhappiness) 

 

Grade 3 Curriculum Requirements 
SIGHT WORDS  

Fry High Frequency Words - Third Grade (Words 401-600) 
Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

(Page 1 of 2) 
401. done 426. decided 451. plane 476. filled 

402. English 427. contain 452. system 477. heat 

403. road 428. course 453. behind 478. full 

404. halt 429. surface 454. ran 479. hot 

405. ten 430. produce 455. round 480. check 

406. fly 431. building 456. boat 481. object 
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407. gave 432. ocean 457. game 482. am 

408. box 433. class 458. force 483. rule 

409. finally 434. note 459. brought 484. among 

410. wait 435. nothing 460. understand 485. noun 

411. correct 436. rest 461. warm 486. power 

412. oh 437. carefully 462. common 487. cannot 

413. quickly 438. scientist 463. bring 488. able 

414. person 439. inside 464. explain 489. six 

415. became 440. wheel 465. dry 490. size 

416. shown 441. stay 466. though 491. dark 

417. minutes 442. green 467. language 492. ball 

418. strong 443. known 468. shape 493. material 

419. verb 444. island 469. deep 494. special 

420. star 445. week 470. thousands 495. heavy 

421. front 446. less 471. yes 496. fine 

422. feel 447. machine 472. clear 497. pair 

423. fact 448. base 473. equation 498. circle 

424. inches 449. ago 474. yet  499. include 

425. street 450. stood 475. government 500. built 
 

Grade 3 Curriculum Requirements 
SIGHT WORDS  

Fry High Frequency Words Third Grade (Words 401-600) 
Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

(Page 2 of 2) 
501. can’t 526. picked 551. legs 576. beside 

502. matter 527. simple 552. sat 577. gone 

503. square 528. cells 553. main 578. sky 

504. syllables 529. paint 554. winter 579. glass 

505. perhaps 530. mind 555. wide 580. million 

506. bill 531. love 556. written 581. west 

507. felt 532. cause 557. length 582. lay 

508. suddenly 533. rain 558. reason 583. weather 

509. test 534. exercise 559. kept 584. root 

510. direction 535. eggs 560. interest 585. instruments 

511. center 536. train 561. arms 586. meet 

512. farmers 537. blue 562. brother 587. third 

513. ready 538. wish 563. race 588. months 

514. anything 539. drop 564. present 589. paragraph 

515. divided 540. developed 565. beautiful  590. raised 

516. general 541. window 566. store 591. represent 

517. energy 542. difference 567. job 592. soft 
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518. subject 543. distance 568. edge 593. whether 

519. Europe 544. heart 569. past 594. clothes 

520. moon 545. sit 570. sign 595. flowers 

521. region 546. sum 571. record 596. shall 

522. return 547. summer 572. finished 597. teacher 

523. believe 548. wall 573. discovered 598. held 

524. dance 549. forest 574. wild 599. describe 

525. members 550. probably  575. happy  600. drive 
 
 

Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
o Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
o Decode multi-syllable words. 
o Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Language 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Form and use possessives. 
o Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, 

smiled, cries, happiness). 
o Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, 

meaningful word parts) in writing words. 
o Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation • Oral question responses 
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• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

• Spelling Book- (Mcmillan Mc-Graw Hill-1997) 
• Suggested Spelling Book: 

 Project READ Black Copy Master Spelling Lessons and Activities for Volumes 1-3 of the Phonics Guide and   
 Lesson Plans (Item # BMSPELLSET) 
 http://www.projectread.com/black-copy-master-spelling-lessons-and-activities-for-volumes-1-3-of-the-phonics-guide-and-
lesson-plans-item--bmspellset-p-192.html 

• Suggested Spelling/Vocabulary book: 
                                       Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 3, Steck-Vaughn Company (2002) 
                                                       *Challenge Words 
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GRADE 3 

UNIT TITLE Standardized Test Preparation 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf  

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Art, Music, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Develop and practice test taking skills for reading 
and writing on the state standardized test. 

• Do students possess test taking skills that 
demonstrate their language arts literacy level? 

• Can students apply test taking skills while taking the 
state standardized test? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

Reading: 
• Write short construction responses using R.A.S.C. (Restate, Answer, Support, Connect) to 

answer open-ended questions. 
• Discriminate and determine the best answer for multiple choice questions. 
• Apply pre-reading and test taking strategies to answer questions within a given time frame. 
• Analyze pre-tests and set goals to improve scores for post-tests. 
Writing: 
• Construct speculative and explanatory writing responses for given prompts. 
• Apply pre-writing and post-writing test taking strategies to complete writing tasks within a given 

time frame. 
• Analyze pre-tests and set goals to improve scores for post-tests. 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is 
conveyed through key details in the text. 
3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language. 
5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how 
each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
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6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters 
7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of 
a character or setting). 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language 
that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 
6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 
7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, 
when, why, and how key events occur). 
8. Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a 
sequence). 
9. Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
o Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
o Decode multi-syllable words. 
o Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

o Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 
o Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 
o Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of 

characters to situations. 
o Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
o Provide a sense of closure. 

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

o Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
o Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
5. Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when 
appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 
6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 
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o Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
o Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
o Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
o Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
o Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
o Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be 

modified. 
o Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
o Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
o Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
o Use commas in addresses. 
o Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
o Form and use possessives. 
o Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, 

cries, happiness). 
o Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 

word parts) in writing words. 
o Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
o Choose words and phrases for effect.* 
o Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

o Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 
o Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion). 
o Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

o Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
o Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 
o Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, 

suspected, heard, wondered). 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record data for individually and  class results 
• Write individually 
• Self and peer evaluation 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook practice 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 
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Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

• NJASK3 Language Arts Literacy Grade 3 
• www.studyisland.com 
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